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MINUTES OF THE
SELMA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY, APRIL 26, 2004

The Selma City Council met in a regular session in the Council Chambers of City
Hall on Monday, April 26, 2004 at 5:00 p.m. with the following members present:

Mitchell, City Attorney Jimmy Nunn, Mayor James Perkins, Jr. and Mayor’s

Administrative Assistant Sherri James.  Reverend Lawrence Wofford gave the
invocation.

she would like to add E-911 Communications to the agenda. A motion was made by

Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilman Durry to approve the agenda as
amended. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the Council.

President Evans asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of
the regular meeting held on Monday, April 12, 2004. There being no corrections to be
made to the minutes, a motion was made by Councilwoman Sewell and seconded by

Councilman Sexton to adopt the said minutes as written. The motion carried with a
unanimous vote of the Council.

L CITIZENS’ REQUESTS

) A. Pam Bostick — Amendment Recommendations for Smoking Ordinance.
Ms. Bostick addressed the Council asking them to adopt the concept of the smoking

ordinance. Ms. Bostick presented the Council with a draft of the recommendations the

Attorney Jimmy Nunn, Virginia Jackson, Niko Phillips, Sallie Lide-Hooker, Hazel
Cunningham and Rebecca Smith, A motion was made by Councilwoman Sewell and
seconded by Councilwoman Martin to accept and discuss the smoke free

recommendations to the ordinance., The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the
Council.

IL. MAYOR’S REPORT

A. Selma High School Chorale Recognition. Mayor Perkins stated he would
like to remind the Council that when the Selma High School Choir tours, they are under
contract with the City of Selma to serve as ambassadors of the City. Mayor Perkins
stated as Mayor, he executed that contract with the use of the discretionary funds from
the Mayor’s office. He also stated many of the Council members made contributions to
support the efforts of the choir as well, Mayor Perkins stated he wanted to bring attention

contributions the choir has made. Mr. Alvin Tuck addressed the Council thanking them
and recognizing Selma High School Chorale for their outstanding honor of being
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included to represent Selma by participating in the commemorative celebration of the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Brown vs. Board of Education decision.

families. She stated participates of the camp will be young people ages 15-18 and will be
eligible for community service credits required for high school graduation. Ms, Kendrick
also stated the primary goal is to repair twenty-five homes that are in despair citywide

C. Resolution — HUD Application Economic Development Initiative. Mayor
Perkins stated he would like Mrs, Elizabeth Driggers, Community Development Director,
to come forward to address the Council on this resolution. Mrs. Elizabeth Driggers stated
she would like to ask the Council to approve this resolution to submit an application to
the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Special Project Grant in the

- amount of $149,115.00 toward the acquisition of the Lovelady Building. A motion was

made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilman Randolph to approve the

said resolution. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote
of the Council.

the original bid, which was $14,400.00. Mr. Painter stated the amount of the invoice from
Wade Plumbing Company, Inc is $29,300.00 and the amount of Khafra’s invoice is
$11,805.00, totaling $41,105.00, leaving a balance of $8,895.00. Mr. Painter further

Street. Mr. Painter stated this cave-in is located south of the intersection of Alabama
Avenue and Mabry Street near Arsenal Block. After a brief discussion of the report
given by Mr. Painter, a motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by
Councilwoman Crenshaw to accept the report from Mr. Painter and move forward. A roll
call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council.

Mr. Painter also stated repairs of the Park Place project will need to be done and
the cost would be about $13,000.00 or more for resurfacing, patching and roadside
maintenance. Mr. Painter stated the amount that should be budgeted is about $25,000.00;
however, he will get an updated proposal from Asphalt Contractors.

E. Contract — Rire Engineers Exams. Mayor Perkins stated he would like to

ask Ms. Valeria Jones, Personnel Director, to come forward to address the Council
regarding the fire exam contract. Ms. Jones addressed the Council stating she would like
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the Council to approve a contract for the fire engineer’s exam. She stated according to
the rules and regulations, every two years a promotional exam should be given to

the Council.

F. Mayor’s Temporary Secretary - M:s. Betty Hunter. Mayor Perkins stated
he would like to present Ms. Betty Hunter to the Council. He stated Ms. Hunter is
working in the Mayor’s office as secretary while Mrs. Heather Mclntyre is temporarily
transferred to the Finance Department to use her skills with spreadsheets to assist with the
new detailed accounting procedures.

G. Abppropriation Items. Mayor Perkins stated there are a few other items he
wanted to briefly mention to the Council for consideration. Mayor Perkins stated during

their request for funds in the amount of $13,900.00. Mayor Perkins stated he also wanted
to add to the list of appropriations, the Selma Group Work Camp, as presented earlier by
Ms. Kendrick, estimated at about $16,800.00, the Summer Youth Employment Program
budgeted about the same as last year at $58,500.00, and the Basketball Goals Proposal.
He further stated he is working on the basketball goals proposal and would like to meet
with Councilman Durry to compare notes, but he stated he would like to discuss this
outside of the Council meeting. After further discussion, Mayor Perkins stated the oil

- lease money could be used for concrete and fencing, which would be over half of the

construction cost for this project. Councilwoman Sewell and Councilwoman Franklin
simultaneously asked if the oil money has been received and Mayor Perkins answered
stating that it has been received. Mayor Perkins stated this year the oil lease balance is
$88,515.15, and he checked last year’s appropriation to show how much was still
available or unused. If the Council recalls, this amount was divided between nine
members of the Council, but collectively there is still $69,978.79 unused. Mayor Perkins
stated he suggests and hopes that a consensus can be developed on this matter by the
Council, to look at some of these large projects such as this, that the City faces, and work
together to resolve them with these monies.

H. Dallas County Commission Animal Shelter Commitment, Mayor Perkins
stated he is concerned about the letter received from the Dallas County Commission, and
he feels this is not the kind of financial commitment that he would like to receive. Mayor
Perkins stated a $75,000.00 commitment was discussed and he hopes this will be the
commitment receive as they approach the next fiscal year. Mayor Perkins stated he does
appreciate Commissioner Ballard’s response with this letter, but he is still hopeful that
there will be a stronger commitment. Mayor Perkins stated he feels the City should
continue to move forward with the construction of this project and at some point and time
work out a meaningful relationship with the County. A motion was made by
Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by Councilwoman Sewell to have this letter made
a matter of record. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the Council.
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Mayor Perkins further stated when Ms. Cynthia Mitchell, City Treasurer, assumed
the responsibilities of Treasurer, it was also agreed, upon his recommendation, that Mr.
Charlie Polmatier, of Borland and Benefield, would serve as a technical assistant to

Mayor Perkins stated what has been done is simply to make the subcontractor the prime
contractor for the audit and the technical assistance is under a different contract.

Mayor Perkins further stated legally this is the way it had to be done so that the
experience gained in the process would not be jeopardized, and frankly, there have been
so much personnel turnovers in the finance department, that the last thing that is needed

After a lengthy discussion, Councilwoman Franklin stated the Council did not
know about the change in the auditors; they thought it was all one firm, she stated she did
not know until she received a call questioning her feeling regarding the matter from a
reporter at the Selma Times Journal. Councilwoman Franklin stated good accounting
procedures in most governmental journals states the Council needs an audit report by the
end of March. Councilwoman Sewell stated it should be made a matter of record that
there are two auditing firms: Caston Long & Company and Borland and Benefield.
President Evans stated the Council should be informed.

Mayor Perkins stated his professional estimate is that the audit should be available
by the end of May and to keep in mind that the audits usually began at the end of October

or November; but this year’s audit did not begin until the end of February 2004 because
of the instability of the department.

J. Ordinance — Placement of Signs. Mayor Perkins stated there is an ordinance
that needs to be addressed by the Council. Mayor Perkins stated the Council may not be
able to discuss this item tonight, but he would like to bring to the Council’s attention
concerning an ordinance, which deals with the placement of signs. Mayor Perkins further
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stated when the City Co-sponsors an event; the City should have the ability to decide
whether to allow the signs to be used on public right-of-way. Signs such as the Battle of
Selma, Market Day, Jubilee, etc.; according to the sign ordinance, if enforced, direction
signs, etc., should not be placed on public right-of-way. Mayor Perkins stated the fact
that the City is trying to strictly enforce the sign ordinance during these campaigns, to
keep signs off the right-of-way, the Council may want to consider some provisions,

II.  CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT

B. Resolution — 1990 Ford Packer. Attorney Nunn stated the Council has a
copy of a resolution for a 1990 Ford Packer garbage truck, which will be sold to the City

C. Ordinance #0115-03/04 Wrecker & Towin Services. Attorney Nunn
stated the Council has a copy of the wrecker and towing services ordinance with only one

~ change at the beginning of the ordinance. A motion was made by Councilwoman

Franklin and seconded by Councilman Durry to approve the said ordinance. A roll call
vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council.
Councilwoman Sewell was absent from the Chambers when this vote was taken.

D. Ordinance — Lodgin Tax. Attorney Nunn stated the Council has a copy of
an ordinance as it relates to lodging tax. Attorney Nunn stated about three or four months
ago, he met with Mayor Perkins regarding the discrepancy in lodging tax. Attorney Nunn
stated the State of Alabama previously collected the City’s lodging and they issued
discounts at 5% of the first $100.00 and 2% thereafter, to clients who paid by the
twentieth of the month. Attorney Nunn further stated this was never authorized to the
State of Alabama; therefore, an ordinance has been prepared to apply discounts penalized

E. Ordinance - Abandoned Cars. Attorney Nunn stated the Council has a copy
of a revised ordinance for the removal of abandoned cars on private property and
commercial property. Attorney Nunn stated this ordinance was previously placed on
first reading. A motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by
Councilman Tucker to approve the adoption of the said ordinance. A roll call vote was
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taken and the motjon passed with a majority vote of the Council. Councilwoman Sewell
was absent from the Chambers when this vote was taken.

F. Ordinance - Pre-Disciplinary Actions, Attorney Nunn stated the Council
has a copy of an ordinance as it relates to pre-disciplinary actions and it was the

After further discussion, Mayor Perkins stated the Council has disallowed any
substantial involvement with personnel disciplinary actions by this Mayor, who does not

a pre-disciplinary fashion to make a determination.

Mayor Perkins stated he would Say as a matter of record, the Council has been
consistent. President Evans stated perceptions would be taken, Attorney Nunn stated
even if the Council does not vote on this ordinance tonight, they will be moving forward

of the Public Works department, because the letter was left with her and he will check
with her again on tomorrow.

BUSINESS ITEMS:
IV.  MAYOR AND POLICE CHIEF RESPONSE LETTERS ON THE CRIME
TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS

President Evans stated as it relates to the task force recommendations, on a later
date, maybe Mayor Perkins could give the Council some direction on this matter.
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V. TRAFFIC LIGHT UPDATE - MEDICAL CENTER PARKWAY,
LINCOLN DR AND HIGHLAND AVENUE
President Evans asked if the Council has any further update on the traffic light at

Medical Center Parkway, Lincoln Drive and Highland Avenue. Councilwoman Franklin
stated the Medical Center Parkway item could be continued, but the Lincoln Drive and
Highland Avenue item needs to be removed.

VL. REPORT _ON_ SEARCH FOR BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE
CHARIPERSON

Councilwoman Crenshaw stated she would have the name of the person to be
considered by the next Council meeting. President Evans stated the Council would look
at that person and other persons who will be presented by Councilwoman Franklin.

VIL. ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT - NOISE

updates.

VIII. FORESTRY GRANT - SITE WORK TIME TABLE

Councilwoman Franklin stated she would be working with Mayor Perkins on the

site area, this item needs to be continued.

IX.  DISCUSSION ON COUNCIL MINUTES

President Evans stated he has spoken to Ms. Lois Williams, City Clerk, about the
delay in receiving the Council minutes. President Evans stated he suggested that the
Council receives the minutes by the following Monday so that they will have a chance to
read them prior to the next Council meeting.

X. REPORT ON GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATION

President Evans asked Mayor Perkins if there is any further information regarding
the General Services department investigation. Mayor Perkins stated he has not been

involved in the investigation at all. Until he is told otherwise, the investigation will still
be ongoing.

XI.  YOUTH SUMMIT 2004

Councilwoman Sewell stated Youth Summit 2004 would meet on Friday, April
30, 2004 at Goodwin Theatre, Wallace Community College at 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.
Continental Breakfast will start at 7:30 a.m.

XIIl. RENAMING FRANKLIN STREET - FORMER COUNCILMAN DOYLE
REQUEST

Councilwoman Martin stated she has spoken with the Fire Department officials,
the public mailing system and the Police Department officials and she mutually agreed
that it would be absolutely difficult to rename this street because all residents from the
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river back would have to change their addresses, this would also include E-911, and all

this would have to be changed in the computers. Councilwoman Martin stated she agreed
that they would be pleased to honor Mr. Doyle, but please do not change the name of
Franklin Street. Councilman Tucker stated he would take this report to Mr. Doyle.

XIIl. FRATERAL ORDER OF POLICE - LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Councilwoman Franklin state she would like to make the letter from the president

of the Fraternal Order of Police a matter of record with reference to the pre-disciplinary
ordinance # 011-03/04.

XIV. LETTER TO MAYOR PERKINS FROM PRESIDENT EVANS
=== e A DR TERKINS FROM PRESIDENT EVANS

Councilwoman Franklin asked President Evans if he would like to make his letter
addressed to Mayor Perkins a matter of record. President Evans concurred.

XV. TREE CITY USA

Councilwoman Franklin stated she has given the Council a package regarding

Tree City USA, recognizing that Selma has been named Tree City USA for Twenty-two
years.

XVI. TRAVEL - MILEAGE RATE INCREASE

Councilwoman Franklin stated there is a new mileage rate for the State of
Alabama that was effective as of January 1, 2004. After a brief discussion, a motion was

- made by Councilwoman Sewell and seconded by Councilman Tucker to increase the rate

of mileage for the City of Selma, as per the State of Alabama Department of Finance,
State Comptroller, to be calculated at the new rate of 37.5 cents per mile, and accept and
adopt this amount as of May 1, 2004. The motion carried with a majority vote of the
Council. Councilman Sexton was absent from the Chambers when this vote was taken.

Mayor Perkins stated he feels this increase does not need to be adopted until the next
fiscal year.

XVII. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE

There is no report for the Recreation Committee.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE

There is no report for the Administrative Committee.

PULBIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Councilwoman Franklin stated all items on the public safety agenda have been
covered.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

There is no report for the Public Community Development Committee,
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PUBLIC WORKS/GENERAL SERVICES

There is no report for the Public Works/General Services Committee,

DISCRETIONARY FUNDS COMMITTEE

Councilwoman Sewell stated she is pleased to have received discretionary funds
in the amount of $400.00 for Selma High School Library.

There being no other business to come before the Council, upon motion, the
Council voted by unanimous consent to adjourn this meeting at 8:40 p.m.

LMD

George P. Evans, President

ATTEST: APPROVED:

Fer b Miame,

Lois Williams, City Clerk




